| WAKUNI  ACCOVPANI ED | NBOUNDS
BACKROUND

1. Sone Administrative Support Sections fromrel easi ng commands have "ni ssed t he
mark" in the past in regard to conpleting overseas screeni ng and ot her necessary
adm ni strative requirenents involved with overseas PCS, causing unnecessary
hardship on the famly. Late, inconplete or incorrect paperwork puts a huge
burden on you and your fanmily while already trying to deal with the “BIG picture
(Overseas & nedical screening, orders, TMDO, passports, POV storage, cleaning
guarters, noving schools, etc.) in making the transition overseas on a PCS nove.

2. Your sponsor should contact you soon after you have been identified as an

i nbound acconpani ed menber to MALS 12 to exchange contact information, and ask
you to provi de number/ages of dependents. Please |et your sponsor or ne know of
any possible problemissues with orders, famly, (Mdical or exceptional fanily
menbers, etc.) that could potentially hold up your area cl earance approval, which
ultimately affects you/your famly being fully qualified to serve overseas.

There is no reason to be detail ed concerning your privacy issues, just let your
sponsor know that you are either qualified, unqualified or in the process of
deternmi ni ng whether you and your fanmily can serve overseas, due to EFMP or other
reason.

3. | have included as much useful information for you as | could conpile based
on what | have seen during ny four years as Sponsorship Coordinator, input from
i nbound nenbers and having travel ed throughout all the major airports, shin
routes, etc. nyself (Wth kids & bags).

AREA CLEARANCE

1. Your conmand shoul d not request an overseas area clearance for your
dependents, (See MCO checklist |ink below) until the overseas screening process
has been conpl eted and approved. Likew se, TMO appoi ntments shoul d not be nade
unti|l the overseas screening process has been conpleted. Refer to ALMAR 416/96 &
MARADM N 222/ 99 concerning responsibility for overseas screening and exceptiona
fam |y nenber program (EFMP) information which can be viewed at

http://ww. usnt. m | /al mars/ al mar 2000. nsf/ d50a617f 5ac75ae085256856004f 3af ¢/ 569f 9c72487084ca85256a55005e1344
?QadenDocurrent &H ghli ght =2, 416%2F96

an

http://ww. usnt. m |/ mar adm ns/ mar adm n2000. nsf/ d50a617f 5ac75ae085256856004f 3af ¢/ c98647d04571¢c36385256aab00
4b702e?QpenDocunent &H ghl i ght =2, 222%2F99

Refer to MCO P1300.8_ Chap 2 and Print Appendixes Band C (Starts on page 111),
whi ch deal specifically with overseas assignments and provides your overseas

screeni ng checklist which can be vi ewed/ downl oaded at:
http://ww. usnc. ml/directiv.nsf/0dce83el13c9c8aab85256c0c0066c2e0/ 1e9306bd709a95238525671c00541800?0penDocunent

OPNAVI NST 1300. 14 al so provides information on EFMP and nedi cal overseas
screening i nformati on and can be vi ewed/ downl oaded at:
http://doni.daps.dla.ni|/Directives/01000%20M |itary¥20Per sonnel ¥20Support/01-
3009%20Assi gnnent ¥%20and%0Di st ri buti on%20Ser vi ces/ 1300. 14D. pdf

Below is a quick link to the nedical/dental screening form& suitability for
overseas assignment form (Click on NAVMED 1300/1 & NAVPERS 1300/ 16). These are
the forms required to be approved before area cl earance i s requested

htt p:// buperscd. technol ogy. navy. m |/ bpforns. htm

These references and checklists should provide you a quick and accurate answer to
many of your questions on what preparations are necessary for your overseas PCS
and will allow you to be proactive on ensuring that both you and your Adm n
Support Staff execute your responsibilities concerning the nmove both correctly
and on time.



2. As referenced above, if you and your famly are found suitable for overseas
assignnment after screening, ensure that your Adm nistrative Support Section sends
a Naval Message on DMS requesting area clearance as outlined in MCO P1000. 6_ and
MCO P1300.8_ for all of your dependents acconpanying you. The nmessage nust be
addressed to MCAS | WAKUNI JA(uc) and rmust | NFO MAG 12(uc) and MALS 12(uc) under
d obal Addresses in the DMS program otherwise it will not be received at this

| evel and | cannot grant the recommrendation for Station Manpower to rel ease the
actual approval nessage that will be returned on DM5S to you and your conmand.
Your request should generally be sent sonewhere between 90-30 days prior to your
estimated arrival overseas in order to avoid holdups for your famly, or return
of househol d goods and/ or dependents if you detach prior to being granted area
cl earance approval . |If your supporting Adnin Section is rusty on requesting
overseas area clearance, refer themto the link | have provi ded bel ow (MO
P1000. 6G ACTS MANUAL) and have them see Figure 4-18 on pages 223-225.

http://ww. usnc. ml/directiv.nsf/0dce83e13c9c8aa685256c0c0066c2e0/ 4d5b6d8cbe34d9a785256850005e
3cl1lb?OpenDocunent

3. As stated in ALMAR 416/96, "All Mrines are rem nded once again that it is
their responsibility to ensure that conplete overseas screening for themsel ves

and all famly menbers is acconplished well in advance of orders. However, the
final responsibility to ensure each Marine and famly nmenber is accurately
screened lies with the sendi ng Commandi ng O ficer." Ensure that your Admn

Section does your screening properly by the Mari ne Corps Order referenced above,
and be proactive in ensuring that everything is conpleted correctly and in a
timely manner. You and your famly, and both transferring and receiving units
will all benefit froma snooth transition process.

PASSPORTS

1. Al dependent nenbers of your famly nust have up to date passports in order
to travel, (Active duty menbers just need orders & Mlitary ID). |f dependents
do not currently have passports, you can use one of two options dependi ng on how
much travel out of the U S. you and your famly may be planning on during and
after your tour:

Option 1: You can go to your local US. Post Ofice to obtain proper
applications, then mail conpleted application with fees (Approx $80 per) and
original birth certificate, (Assunming dependents are U S. Ctizens) for standard
“tourist” passports that are good for 10 years for adults/5 for children.

Option 2:  You nmay request no-fee passports fromyour Adm n Support Section since
passports are required by your orders for dependents to travel to Japan. Just be
aware that although these may be free, your famly may only travel with these
passports while on official orders, not on |eave to other surrounding countries
(They would have to get a normal U.S. “tourist” passport otherwise). So if |eave
to surrounding areas is not in your future while here, this is the way to go.

The difference between the two is the noney out of your own pocket. For both
options you nust send in original birth certificate, photos and application and
the process can take up to two nonths before you see the passports, so start

early.

2. Both area cl earance and passports should be carefully planned way ahead of
the arrival of your famly overseas. Airline tickets/port-call and shipnent of
TMO shoul d be acconplished after area clearance approval but prior to detaching
the command and taki ng | eave en-route.



BAH AND WEI GHT ALLOWANCE

1. Be aware of two recent changes invol ving acconpani ed nmenbers; paynent of
basi ¢ al l owance for housing (BAH), and TMO wei ght all owances. First, recent
changes in the JFTR term nated paynent of BAH for PCS personnel who el ected not
to bring dependents overseas with them So if you are on an acconpani ed tour and
your spouse/family stays in your hone back in CONUS because of job, school etc.,
you will not be paid BAH for that residence once you execute the orders, which
can obviously create a huge financial burden. JFTR VOL | change 226 of 1 Cct
2005 refers as does the follow ng Maradm n |ink:

http://www.usmc.mil/maradmins/maradmin2000.nsf/0872a7ac9a4c08a6852569b9000bc3f1/9d194487fd7c207a85257176004b5674?0penDocument

Secondly, MCAS |wakuni has been recently designated as a weight restricted area
and acconpani ed tour personnel are now currently allowed to ship only 75% of
their full JFTR wei ght allowance. Ensure that your TMO understands this as they
may not yet have updated their information for |wakuni. Conversely, we are not
i ke Oki nawa, who only rates 25% of JFTR al |l owance, so also don’t let your TMO
sell you short. Unacconpani ed baggage shipnment is authorized not to exceed 600
pounds for active nmenber and 200 pounds per each family nmenber (Wi ght not
counted agai nst the adm nistrative weight restriction). |If there are any
guestions, have your sponsor put you in touch with our TMO here in |wakuni
NOTEL: As housing waiting lists become longer and nore famlies are sent off-
base, this weight restriction nay continue to decrease.

NOTE2: Get with your sponsor to check status of washer/dryer in base housing.
As the weight restriction began, housing has been furnishing all base housing
wi th washers/dryers as personnel nove out. Previously, you brought your own.

COMMUNI CATI QV/ | NFO VEB LI NKS

1. Commercial calling fromU S. to Japan is 011-81-827-79-XXXX (SDO I S 5612) .

To conmmuni cate while traveling within Japan you can use a gray or green public
phone, (Usually 100/110 Yen coins) and calling 0827-79- XXXX outsi de the |wakuni
area, or just 79-XXXX if within the |local Iwakuni area. Additional phone nunbers
for the base and baggage info are also included on the |ast section of the doc
that | linked under Option 1 for walk through fromH roshinma Airport to JR
Station I wakuni

2. | amproviding two websites that can answer many of your questions regarding
your nove to MCAS Iwakuni, that are also linked in other areas below. The first
is http://ww.nccsi wakuni . com which provides information on avail abl e jobs,
services, and conmunity information aboard the Air Station, plus links to other
rel ated subjects. The second is http://ww.iwakuni.usnc.m | which is the

of ficial MCAS |wakuni website and provides informati on on nunerous subjects under
“Wel cone aboard” such as traveling to Japan, housing info, area and climate, pet
i nformati on, DOD education and driving in Japan.

3. | also encourage you to visit your nearest Personnel Services Center at your
base to receive information and assistance with your PCS nove. The Personne
Services Center is designed to provide assistance to all service nmenbers who are
rel ocating fromone duty station to another. “Plan My Move” and Mlitary
Installation Directories on the Mlitary Honefront’s web site will also provide
installation information (link bel ow).

http://ww. mlitaryinstallations.dod. ml/isnmart/NVd~
M [ sear ch. do?pr ogr aml D=&br anchl D=USMC& nst al I at i onl D=2545&count r yl D=JA&post al Code=&di st ance=10&x=27&y=10

4. Personal records which you should have in your imedi ate possession while en-
route, (unless procedures from detachi ng base prescribe ot herw se) include:
Service Record, all dental and health records, original orders with al

endor senents and nodi fications, area cl earance approval nessage, shot records,



passports, school records (sealed) and original birth, marriage and i mmigration
or naturalization certificates as applies. Please also keep all plane, train,
taxi, etc. receipts during your travel for your claimat |PAC

TRAVEL TO | WAKUN

1. The direct AMC “Patriot Express” flight to Iwakuni was di sconti nued Cct 1,
2006 and there are no major airports relatively close to MCAS | wakuni, making all
travel to and from base nore frustrati ng when dealing with kids, |uggage,

| anguage barriers, local currency, etc. There is still an AMC “Patri ot Express”
flight from Seattl e- Yokot a- Kadena, but do not all ow your detaching travel office
to send you on this flight or you will have trouble getting to Iwakuni. |f your
travel section is determined to send you on AMC, demand that they speak to

I wakuni TMJ Travel who will explain that cost is frompoint of departure, all the
way to the gate of MCAS Iwakuni (Includes all local travel in country, which is
very expensive). Keeping in mind that small Hroshinma Airport is the closest to
the base, but still 1.5 hours away on the expressway, and has no direct flights
fromthe U S., | have provided information on the four nost likely options to
travel:

Option 1@ Tokyo Narita Intl Airport

http://ww. narita-airport.jp/en/guide/service/list/svc 05.htn

Currently, this is the TMO preferred route of travel to MCAS Iwakuni. You can
fly directly fromthe US. to Narita Intl Airport and transfer to the one daily
| ate afternoon donestic flight to Hiroshima Airport (Flight tinmes vary
seasonal |y, but generally |eaves around 1745 and takes about 1.5 hrs to reach

H roshima). (NOTE: You nust go thru custons and recheck |uggage for the flight
to H roshima and | uggage size/ wei ght nmay now be an issue on the snmaller plane if
you are overloaded with luggage.) After arriving at Hroshima Airport you can
buy bus tickets fromvendi ng machi nes outside baggage claimprior to exiting the
termnal to get to the Japanese Rail (JR) Hiroshima Station, (50 mnride)

After arrival at the Hiroshima Train Station you can purchase a ticket for a
local JRtrain to Iwakuni JR Station in downtown |Iwakuni (1 hr ride). Fromthis
station, it is a 10 mnute taxi ride to base, or your sponsor can pick-up. |
have included the following Iink to a doc that wal ks you through the steps, with
photos fromHi roshima Airport to JR Station |wakuni:

htt p: // wwv. i wakuni . usnc. mi |/ NewWébsi t e/ Wl cone%®20Aboar d/ hi rodi rections/ hirodirections. htn

| do not recommend Shiraichi Station (also nentioned in the link) to Iwakuni by
train though the Station is only 15 minutes by bus fromH roshima Airport, due to
the fact that |uggage nmust be hand-carried aboard the shuttle bus and there is
only roomto sit, (I have traveled this many tines nyself with |imted |uggage).
The bus to Hiroshima Train Station however, will allow you to store all |uggage
in below conpartnents. | highly recormend printing out the docunent on the above
link (About 7 pages) and carrying with you to refer to if this is the route you
will be arriving. The |ast page has numerous contact nunbers & a rem nder on how

to use Japanese phones. Also, | can’t stress enough to get $$ exchanged to Yen
prior to leaving the U.S. or Narita. | reconmend at |east $300, but if you have
several dependents, nore is better (You will use it while in Japan, | assure

you). The only afternoon flight fromNarita cones in late to Hiroshim and al
noney exchanges, Info booth, etc. will probably be CLOSED when you arrive. As
this is a private airport, they will also not allow us to have a |iaison or post
info at the airport.

Do not expect to be picked up outside of the Iwakuni area unless you and your
sponsor have agreed upon this. | would also like to stress that you are
responsible to get you & your famly to the main gate of MCAS |wakuni, not the
sponsor or the unit as there is no duty driver or vehicle designated expressly
for picking up i nbounds, nor do sponsors currently get reinbursed for picking up
i nbound nenbers (About $70 in gas & tolls to travel to Hiroshima Airport). That
havi ng been said, | am sure sponsors will work with you and assist in every way
they can to get you here.



BE ADVI SED: A taxi from Hiroshim Airport to MCAS |wakuni is at |east Y30, 000
($260), can be difficult to obtain due to |anguage issues, and fit bags on. |
recomrend that if a taxi is needed due to large size of fam |y and anmount of baggage,
that the bus is taken to Hiroshima Train Station fromthe Airport (As expl ai ned
above), then | ook for English sign for “TAXI” where a |larger taxi can be obtained for
travel to the Air Station by going to the taxi office and asking for a “Junbo TAXI”.
Note that the taxi will not be all owed on base, so your sponsor will have to pick you
up at the front gate, and you nust have anple Yen to pay driver. The cost is about
18, 000 Yen ($160)

Option 20 Tokyo Haneda Donestic Airport.

You can fly into Tokyo Narita directly fromU. S. and transfer by bus to Tokyo
Haneda Donestic Airport for nunerous daily flights to Hroshima. The bus can
take up to 2 hours depending on Tokyo traffic and you nust first clear custons
and collect all bags to take with you. Bus tickets for the trip can be bought at
the airport bus desk near the term nal exit point, and nmost staff nmenbers speak
English and can direct you how to get to the correct waiting area for the next
avai |l abl e bus (Note: |If you have pets, you will nost likely give themup at
Narita Airport baggage pickup for quarantine and onward travel later to Iwakuni).
FromHi roshima Airport, follow the same route as Option 1 above.

Option 37 Osaka Kansai Intl.

http://ww. kansai-airport.or.jp/en/index.asp

| only would recomend this route for those with just a spouse and 2-3 bags due
to the fact that you nmust take three separate trains with |imted | uggage
storing. You can fly directly fromU. S to Osaka Kansai Intl Airport. After
clearing custons, you nmust collect your bags and purchase tickets at the JR
ticket station just after exiting Kansai Airport (1 floor up after departing
baggage claim for both |ocal train and Shinkansen (Shin) train rides to Shin
Station Iwakuni. The cost is approximately $110 Adult and $55 child 6-11.
Children 5 and under are free, but do not get a seat (They share with you). It
is about 45 minutes on the |ocal (Haruka/Kansai Express) train that runs fromthe
airport to Shin Osaka Station. Once at the Shin Station, you can board the
fastest Shin (Nozomi) and travel to Hi roshima Shin Station (About 2.5 hrs) where
you will transfer to a fast Shin (Kodana) for the remaining 20 minute ride to
Shin I'wakuni Station, which is about a 30-40 minute car/taxi ride frombase. |
have provided a |ink under “Shinkansen travel” below to the MCAS | wakuni website
that has an excellent video and will walk you thru what to do from Gsaka Kansa
Airport to Shin Station Iwakuni (Al so see howto read train tickets under same
l'ink).

Option 47 Fukuoka Intl Airport.

http://ww. fuk-ab. co.jp/english/franme index. htni

| only would recommend this route for those with linmted bags due to the fact

that you nust travel quite a way by foot, and due to linmited | uggage storing.

You can fly directly to Fukuoka Intl Airport, and take an airport shuttle to the
Donestic Ternminal. When you |leave the Donestic Term nal you will be outside, so
turn left and followthe (train icon) signs to the Subway (About 100 yd wal k & go
downstairs). At the bottomof the stairs and directly in front of you, you wll
see machi nes for purchasing subway tickets. Placing 250 Yen in coins into slot &
pressing 250 button will spit out a small ticket for you. Take the ticket, and
nove to your right a few yards where subway entrance machi nes are | ocated.

Insert ticket in nmachine to be punched, walk thru gate & grab your punched ti cket
again. Follow crowd downstairs to subway and board next available train. Hakata
Station is the 2" stop after the Airport Subway Station (10 min ride). |f

excess luggage is an issue, you can ship some to MCAS Iwakuni via Nittsu or
Yamat 0 Transport |ocated in the arrival area of Fukuoka Airport Term nal (Note
“Shi nkansen travel” bel ow concerni ng baggage service). Upon arriving at Hakata




Train Station, use the escalator to the upper floor, turn left and walk until you
come to another escalator to the next level (M. Donut will be on your right side
as you approach 2"! escalator). At top of escalator, |look to your right for the
Shi nkansen ticket office and get in line to purchase tickets for “lwakuni Shin
Station” (Approx $70 Adult & $35 child 6-11). Children 5 and under are free, but
do not get a seat (They share with you). Your train will not say it will stop in
| wakuni, nore |ikely Yamaguchi or other, so ask the ticket issuer to wite the #
of the train for you so you get on the right one, (Exanple, Kodama #623). Ri ght
outside of the ticket office are LED signs indicating train#, departing tinme and
track# (Use escalator on right nost likely). Once you find the track and verify
your train# and time with the LED nearest that track, board train arriving
nearest your departure tinme and/or ask Shin support personnel if that is the # of
your train (Car & seat #s should be on your ticket). NOTE that only KODAMA type
Shi nkansen trains stop in Iwakuni, the faster NOZOM does not. The Shin wll
make a few stops before arriving at Iwakuni Shin Station (1.5 hour ride). Once
your arrive at the Iwakuni Train Station, you can take a taxi (Depending on

fam ly size & luggage) or have sponsor pick you up.

SHI NKANSEN ( BULLET TRAIN) TRAVEL

1. Should you arrive in either Osaka or Fukuoka Airports, neither airport has
connecting flights to Hiroshima Airport, and you nust take the Shinkansen ( Shin)
to Iwakuni fromthese arrival points. | have expl ained travel from Gsaka and
Fukuoka above and included great |inks to assist.

2. Shin tickets cannot be purchased in advance fromthe U S., but both Yen and
nost maj or credit cards are accepted here in Japan. The Shin is expensive,
difficult for 1° timers to navigate, only stops for about 1 minute at each stop,
(Exception can be the KODAMA), and will not allow pets other than with a small,
“hand- carried” carrier. |If you have nore than 1 suitcase per adult (You

basi cal |y keep your luggage with you where you sit if you desire to nmake it out

of the Shin with your luggage at your stop), you may also run into problens. Due
to this Iimted baggage space, the baggage delivery service is recommended for

all personnel traveling via the Shin from Kansai or Fukuoka airport, particularly
those traveling with numerous bags. Note that in many cases, famlies were not

allowed to board the Shin if they had too nmuch | uggage. Inbound personnel should
have baggage delivered to TMO, Frei ght Shipping and Receiving, Bldg 1710, MCAS
| wakuni , phone nunber 253-6716/4379. Total |inear dinmensions cannot exceed 67

inches or 170 cm and total weight cannot exceed 66 |Ibs or 30 kg. The cost is
about 1,300 - 2,700 Yen ($11-24) per bag depending on size (This is currently

rei mbursabl e on your travel claim. Note also that you nust transfer Shinkansen
trains at Hroshima Shin Station if you cone from Gsaka or Tokyo Station to nmmke
the last leg to Iwakuni. Reviewthe following link for nore detailed information
on travel, including very well nade videos on howto travel to |Iwakuni from
Narita and Osaka Airports, and information on howto buy/read train tickets, use
Japanese phones and info on baggage delivery service. There are restroons on the
Shin trains (Use Wstern style please until you are used to Japanese style).
http://ww. i wakuni.usnc. m |/ New\ébsi t e/ Wl cone%®?0Aboar d/ Tr avel i ngToJapan. ht ni

HOUSI NG & PETS

1. M. Shinmada from Fam |y Housing has recently stated that there will be a
whol e house renovation project in the Monzen Housi ng Area throughout the next
5 yrs. Townhouses will basically be unavailable during this tinme because
they will be reserved for famlies currently living in the Monzen Housi ng
Area that will need to be noved for renovation. This nmeans that famlies
bringing dogs will have to reside off-base. The estimated waiting tine for
enlisted quarters is approximately 24 to 36 nonths.



2. Dogs are not allowed, (cats OK) in Md-rise apartnments, but both dogs and
cats are allowed in townhouses. Wth this in mnd, housing states that the
first available quarters will be offered regardl ess of |ocation or type/style
of quarters that you desire (townhouse or mdrise apartnment) upon reaching

t he nunber one position on the waiting list. Al are eligible for two offers
of famly quarters, however, should the nmenber decline the first offer of
quarters, Tenporary Lodging A lowance (TLA) will be termnated effective the
day before the declined quarters woul d have becone avail able. Should the
menber decline the second offer of famly quarters, the housing application
will be cancelled that date (You can be put on bottom of housing |ist or nove
out in town). Please be under advisenent that due to the above rule,
bringing pets could create a financial burden due to |oss of TLA. Also note
that off-base quarters that allow pets (especially cats) can al so be
difficult to find, and housing is not exactly simlar to U S standards..

As a | ast note, whether you travel by aircraft or by Shinkansen (Bull et
train) or a conbination of both to Iwakuni, you must neet strict guidelines
on pet carrier dinmensions, or the pet will not be allowed to travel. It is
al so your responsibility to ensure that a reservation (Date & tinme arrive) is
made for your pet at the kennel aboard MCAS | wakuni when you arrive, as pets
are not allowed in TLF and as the kennel is not a 24 hour operation.

3. If you are even thinking about bringing pets, | highly reconmend review ng
all available pet information (Below website |inks, welcone aboard package, etc.)
prior to making a decision on whether or not to bring a pet, due to travel

probl ems, housing restrictions and high associ ated costs. Also, pets are being
hi ghly di scouraged to bring to Iwakuni and note that during the sumrer seasons
nost pets will not be air transported due to the heat. | can forward anot her

i nformati on sheet to you upon request concerning “Pet Mvenent Options” that

i ncludes kennel carrier restrictions and basic info on cost of pet shipnent.
Refer to the below link and click “New Pet Policy” and “Pet Info” for nore

i nformati on on pets.

http://ww. i wakuni . usnt. m |/ Newbsi t e/ Wl cone%20Aboar d/ wel cone. ht m

also refer to the following link and narrow down to pets in Japan:

http://ww. usarj.army.ml/organi zation/vet/

UPON ARRI VAL

1. After arrival, you the nmenber nust report to | PAC New Joins at Bldg 1, 2"
deck the next normal work nmorning following arrival with all orders,

endor senents, area cl earance approval, SRB and receipts/tickets. |If you arrive
in the evening or the weekend, you can get orders endorsed at the MAG duty on the
bottom deck of Bldg 1 and see | PAC on first working day.

2. On the first Monday and Friday after arrival, all the nenbers of your fanily
ages 13 and above will need to attend the Station Indoc (Ballroom & Theatre).

Your sponsor should provide you with a conplete itinerary for this 2 day

evol ution, which includes a trip out in town to eat and shop. For those with
children under 13, you will |eave your children with the CDC or Youth Center (Age
dependant) and will get a voucher fromthe |Indoc personnel to cover the free
service for those two days. Also let your sponsor know that your initial housing
appoi ntment cannot conflict with this Indoc, or housing will cancel and
reschedul e for after your |ndoc

3. Also note that unlike nost other bases, Iwakuni has a free shuttle bus for
service nenbers and their dependents that runs all day and hits all bus stops 2-4
ti mes an hour dependi ng on peak period use.



CONCLUSI ON

1. Keeping all the above in mnd, travel lighter than you are normally
accustoned to (Your orders may say 2 bags per, but Shins, airlines, taxis don’t
really care), have a valid credit card, and anpl e Japanese Yen to cover travel &
expenses for the entire famly (It doesn’'t hurt to have a sense of hunor al so).

| also highly recommend shi pping sonme of your uniformitens to your sponsor
(Cammi es, boots, al phas, short/long sleeve shirts, etc.) and ask themto have
sent to the cleaners, picked up, and put in your TLF roomthe day you arrive.
They can then hand you a copy of the bill for paynent fromyou, and you are happy
because they are ready to go and you didn’t lug themall the way fromthe U S
Ditto on basic food itens in your roomif you desire, (You will be too tired to
get breakfast/lunch the day after arrival, | can alnost assure you). Wrk with
your sponsor on these issues.

2. Keep in close contact with your sponsor before and during your nove and
ensure that your sponsor knows your itinerary and that you have contact phone #s
and know how to use themin from CONUS and within Japan. Your sponsor should
have a TLF roomreserved for your arrival and have a PO Box established for you
as well, (Ask them). Your sponsors remain ready to assist you with information
and assi stance to nake your overseas transition as snoboth as possible.

Msgt P.M Ford
MALS 12 Sponsorshi p Coordi nat or



